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ALBANIA 


COMINTERN HAILED ON ANNIVERSARY OF SEVENTH CONGRESS 
Tirana ZERI I POPULLIT in Albanian 25 Jul 80 p 3 


[Article by Adem Mezini: "A Glorious Page in the Revolutionary Work of 
the Comintern") 


[Excerpts] The 7th Comintern Congress, which was held 45 years ago, on 
25 July 1935, represents one of the most glorious pages in the work of 
the 3rd Communist International, the militant and revolutionary organism 
which was created under the direct leadership of V. I. Lenin and which 
held unbending the banner of Marxism-Leninism and of the proletarian 
revolution. The congress concentrated its proceedings and decisions on 
the struggle which the communist parties must wage against fascism and 
the imperialist war. It was armed with a wise and farseeing platform 
whose cor:ectness was proved by the subsequent development of events. 


To combat the fascist attack, the Comintern told the communist parties 
at its 7th Congress that it was essential to fight for the unity of the 
ranks of the proletarfat and for tle creation of a single proletarian 
front, for the alliance of the proletariat with the working peasantry 
ard with other democratic forces in an anti-fascist popular front. 

The line which the Comintern followed was crystal clear and based 
entirely on the principles of Marxism-Leninism. 


In his works, Comrade Enver Hoxha stated clearly that the decisions and 
directives of the Comintern must not be complicated by the threatening 
activity carried on by certain opportunistic elements which do not accept 
these directives or by the lack of clarity on the part of some leaders, 
on other occasions, who were not able to apply these directives to con- 
crete situations and who arrived at inaccurate conclusions. At its 

7th Congress, the Comintern gave the directive that the communist parties 
should concentrate their main attention on the struggle against fascism 
hut it never advised the communist parties to abandon the proletarian 
revolution and the dictatorship of the proletariat and to set forth 
opportunistic platforms in order to achieve socialism by means of 
bourgeois democracy as the chief American revisionist, Earl Browder, 

did. The Comintern gave the order for the establishment of popular 




















fronts 48 &@ ‘owertul means Of Stopping tasciem bul Chis did not mean that 
the communtat parties would be dissolved and would lose ideological and 
organizational independence or that they would embark on the path of 
unprincipled alliances which damaged the basic interests of the 
proletariat, as the revisionist group of Mac Ze Dun did in China, 

The true proletarian party never sacrifices vital class interests to 

the obligations of the day. Marxism-Leninism requires that the party 
link ite everyday struggle closely with the cause cf the proletarian 
revolution and the dictatorship of the proletariat. Any deviation from 
this road plunges one into revisionisn. 


The Albanian horkers Party has unmasked the slanders and accusations of 
the Yugoslav, Khrushchevite, Eurocommunist and Chinese revisionists 
against the Comintern and against J. V. Stalin. Time has clearly shown 
that the attacks of the Khrushchevite revisionists against the correct 
Marxist-Leninist line followed by J. V. Stalin and the Comintern had 

as their aim the paving of the way for the execution of the new revi- 
sionist line of the 20th Congress which resulted in the bourgeois- 
revisionist degeneration of the Soviet state and party. The period during 
which the Comintern operated was not the period of "errors" and "inter- 
ference” in the internal affairs of other parties, a period when "proper 
conclusions were not made,” as revisionists of all stripes claim, but 

a giorious period when the militant revolutionary spirit was kept alive 
and absolutely no haggling with principles was allowed. 


The pr-eram of the Comintern was based on the struggle of the communists 
for the proletarian revolution and the struggle of the oppressed peoples 
of Asia, Africa and Latin America for the victory of freedom and inde- 
pendence, while the revisionist parties, whether in power or not, stripped 
the Comintern of its revolutionary content and distorted the theory and 
experience in regard to the proletarian and national democratic revolu- 
tion, since their aim is to remove the proletariat and the peoples from 
the road of the struggle for the crushing of the rotten capitalist 
system. It is not by chance that all the currents of modern revisionism 
present os their only alternative "the peaceful road of transition from 
capitalism to e>_lalism.” From the new guardians of the bourgeois 
system, such as the modern revisionists, one can expect nothing but such 
"theories" which contradict the theory and practice of the revolution. 


The Albanian Workers Party, led »y Comrade Enver Hoxha, and all other 
true Marxist-Leninist parties have defended the glorious work of the 
Comintern from the false accusations of the modern revisionists and, at 
the same time, have learned lessons from the Comintern's revolutionary 
experience. It is of fundamental importance that the principled stand 
taken by the Comintern, led by V. I. Lenin and J. V. Stalin, be always 
upheld. Only in this way can the Marxist-Leninists organize, mobilize 
and lead the masses in the struggle toward the future, toward socialism 
and communism. 


cso: 21 














ALBANIA 


DELINQUENCY AMONG VACATIONING STUDENTS DEPLORED 
Tirana MESUESI in Albanian 16 Jul 80 p 1 


[Editorial: "Educational Work Should Be Kept Kindled Even During the 
Summer Vacation") 


[Excerpts] Summer vacation has begun for the school children. This 

year, the best organizational measures have been taken for the summer 
vacations of the pioneers and the youth. Participation in vacation 

camps and in summer playground activities is well organized, educational 
activities are very numerous. However, it is essential that educational 
activity be increased during the summer, both with children who are in 
the camps and playgrounds and with children who do not take part in these 
activities. First of all, the work to increase the number of participants 
in the summer playground activities cannot be relaxed because many children 
do not attend these activities and spend their days away from the care of 
the schools. 


Also, there should be greater effort to increase the quality of educa- 
tional activities, providing the necessary material base. Last year, 
some summer playgrounds did not have the necessary material base and the 
educational activities were tepid; the children were there only formally. 
They became bored and left the playgrounds. Through close collaboration 
with the economic enterprises and the mass organizations we will not allow 
the summer playgrounds to close before they open. 


Special attention should be given to children who do not participate in 
the summer playground activities and who exhibit unbecoming behavior, 
unworthy of our society. There are some children who show signs of 
delinquency, who damage public property, who disturb the peace. These 
manifestations are more evident now during the summer vacations when 
these children are away from the care of the school and family. This 
situation requires that the teaching collectives do not shirk their 
responsibility during the vacation period under the pretext that the 
teachers are on vacation. These pupils should be placed under the care 
of individual teachers and of their best friends. There should be close 
cooperation between their families and the mass organizations in the 
neighborhood, block and village The work of the teachers and sound social 
opinion will put an end to these foreign manifestations which have a nega- 
tive influence on the healthy socialist atmosphere of our society. 
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ALBANIA 


LMPORTANCE OF CREATIVE SCIENTIFIC WORK EMPHASIZED 
Tirana ZERI I POPULLIT in Albanian 23 Jul 80 p 1 
(Editorial: "Skilled Cadres Should Work in Skilled Jobs") 


[Excerpts] The 8th plenum of the Central Committee of the Albanian Workers 
Party called attention to the fact that the proper understanding and 
evaluation of research and study work have not been achieved everywhere. 
Many technical and scientific forces are not being mobilized and are not 
making their proper contribution in skilled work. They are captives of 
routine, they are strangled by useless trivialities. In many cases, 
everyday operational work commands and directs scientific work instead 

of the latter taking the leadership in the solution of problems and 
illuminating the future. 


Some cadres do not make any effort to concern themselves with important 
problems and with study projects in the service of the progress of pro- 
duction and of the entire economic and social life of the country. They 
should not be praised because they find job satisfaction in trivialities 
which are irrelevant and do not assume important obligations. For 
example, there are engineers who have been working for years in important 
scientific research institutes and have not undertaken any studies and 
have just been "extras" in the work group. They do not know about the 
new developments in their field in the world and do not follow the 
development of their field step by step and, also, they do not utilize 
foreign languages at all. And what is worse, there are other specialists 
in various fields who spend the whole day in the library and do not turn 
their heads to see what new book has appeared, what technical and scienti- 
fic articles have been published, etc. Such cadres are not living with 
situations; they need to be shaken. 


No less harmful is the attitude of some managers. Some specialists and 
cadres, especially those who are charged with managerial tasks, are 
concerned mostly about things which are non-essential and of an 
administrative nature. These cadres do not lose an opportunity to call 
a meeting and to report on insignificant matters dealing with everyday 
work in the institution in which they work. These people do not have 
any free time for creative, scientific work because they are always busy 
with meetings and telephone calls. 














This does not mean that specialists should enclose themselves in "towers 
of science," apart from all other activity, On the contrary, they should 
be activated whenever necessary, by the party committee and the govern- 
ment organs; but this should be done only for important problems, to 


solicit their expert opinion or to charge them with tasks which require 
skilled work. 


In some scientific research institutions and in other important sectors 

of production there are inept, mediocre individuals who do not make any 
effort to improve their technical and professional skills. As the 8th 
plenum of the Central Committee stated, they should move on and make 

way for those who have become distinguished by their mastery of their 
work. In addition, there exists the following view: "We have technologi- 
cal bureaus, scientific nucleuses and special institutes with specialized 
cadres; let them be concerned with studies and with science." This is 

the harmful concept which restricts and stifles, ignoring the technical 
and scientific abilities of a large number of cadres. 


CSO: 2100 

















ALBANIA 


LACK OF SCIENTIFIC DISCIPLINE BLAMED FOR PRODUCTION SHORTFALLS 
Tirana ZERI 1 POPULLIT in Albanian 31 Jul 80 p 1 
[Editorial: "Deep Knowledge, Full Scientific and Technical Discipline"] 


[Excerpts] The failure to respect technical and scientific discipline 
causes serious damage to the economy. This has appeared in some sectors 
in the failure to fulfill the tasks of the plan and its indicators such 

as labor productivity, etc. These negative phenomena have appeared in the 
oil drilling and extraction enterprises, in the mines, especially the coal 
mines, in the fruit-growing sector, in the area of fodder production in 
agriculture, etc, 





The production of poor quality goods and products is also a result of the 
violation of scientific and technical discipline. In a number of aycicul- 
tural cooperatives in Lezhe and Shkoder districts, as a result of failure 
to give the proper treatment to the tobacco, not even 1 kilogram of first 
quality tobecco was produced during the past year. The product quality 

is disturbing in many sectors of light industry and the food industry, 
such as the shoe factories and the plastics good factories, and in some 
widely-used chemical products where the many violations in the area of 
technology are considered to be "the usual thing” and, as a result, the 
quality of the product is poor. 


The strengthening of scientific and technical discipline is closely 
connected with the policy of economizing. The management of the 
Memaliaj mine, aware of the requirements for increasing coal production, 
permitted the continuation of production without meeting the technical 
requirements. The party committee in the mine thought that this was a 
"trifle" and it did not stop this activity in violation of technology. 
As a result, instead of a clean product, dirt has been going to the 
enrichment factory and to the consumers, together with the coal, causing 
problems in the use of the coal. In addition, the mine had some other 
difficulties; instead of lowering the cost, for the January-June period, 
it increased it by 5 million leks and had a 12-million lek deficit in 
net income for the enterprise. For the same reason, the Valias coal 
enterprise in Tirana also registered a loss. 
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Our party and state have the life and health of the workers at the center 
of their attention, Duties are constantly being assigned in this area 
and each person should work for their execution while observing, first of 
all, scientific and technical discipline. It should not be forgotten by 
anyone, at any time, that failure to respect scientific discipline is a 
source of danger to the health and life of workers, 


Scientific and technical discipline and the implementation of its demands 
depend, to a great extent, on the awareness of individuals and they are 
component parts of proletarian discipline in work, There have been cases 
where, because of sh rtcomings in the organization and management of labor 
or because of pursuit of narrow personal interests on the part of some 
workers, there were violations and cases of negligence in the implementa- 
tion of scientific and technical discipline. For example, because of 
unjustified deficiencies and poor work discipline, some agricultural 
cooperatives were negligent in crop maintenance work. This led to the 
violation of scientific discipline and of che requirements of the 


agrotechnical code and, as a result, to the failure to achieve the planned 
yields. 


The continuing training of workers is a very important factor which has a 
direct influence on the strengthening of scientific and cechnical discipline. 
The level of knowledge of workers and cooperative members, for engineers, 
technicians, agronomists, veterinarians, etc., should be up to the demands 
of production and should even anticipate these demands. In this area there 
are many gaps and cases of negligence. There are many workers, including 
cadres and specialists, who do not make an effort to expand, supplement 

and deepen their scientific and technical knowledge, to improve their skills, 
so that they will be able to respond to the demands of the times in the 
sector in which they work. The organized forms of training have obvious 
faults and weaknesses. Courses are not held everywhere, on a regular 

basis, and in some courses, the programs have deficiencies and the lessons 
are carried on in a formal manner. 


Under conditions of the qualitative improvement of industry, with the 
operation of the large new plants such as the ferrous and nonferrous 
metallurgy plants and the installations in the chemical and petroleum 
industries, it is unacceptable that the Ministry of Industry and Mines 

has not sent new textbooks to the enterprises when they had the obligation 
of putting this macerial in the hands of the workers a year ago. The 
situation in the services sector, in trade and in the enterprises of the 
communal system is not at all satisfactory. Only 844 of the 6,300 

wo.ikers of the communal sector in Tirana are continuing school courses 

this, year. In all the trade enterprises under the jurisdiction of the 
Ministry of Domestic Trade only 2,100 workers are continuing their studies 
this year. These are too few. This situation should definitely be changed. 
The establishment of technical and scientific discipline cannot be achieved 
without the suitable thorough knowledge. 














The Sth plenum of the AWP Central Committee stressed that the rigorous 
implementation of technical and scientific discipline also requires the 
strengthening of control in this field both on the part of engineering 

and technical personnel and managers and on the part of workers, towards 
each other. In this area, there are many defects and cases of liberalism, 
which are eradicated wi..a the party organizations and the mass organiza- 
tions and the economic and state organs fight and work with determination. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


YOUTH CRIMINALITY ATTRIBUTED TO FAULTY FAMILY UPBRINGING 


West German Commentary 
Bonn IWE-TAGESDIENST in German No 111, 24 Jul 80 p 2 


|Report from Berlin "GDR Children Are Spoiled Too Much--East Berlin Law 
Journal Holds Parents Responsible for Youth Criminality." A translation of 
the East Berlin NEUE JUSTIZ article cited below follows this commentary | 


[Text] The East Berlin lew journal NEUE JUSTIZ [No 7, 1980) assigns to pe- 
rents the main responsibility for the relatively large incidence of juveni 
crime in the GOR. It rejects the conception of “primarily seeking the cause 
of children's maiedjustment outside the family." The review emphasizes that 
other influences or educators are--if at all--only partially able to replace 
the specific educational effects of the family. Yet the “socialist reforme- 
tion" of the family takes longer and involves greater conflict than that of 
other groups in GDR society, and this results in “rather contradictory behe- 
vior" of young people. Additional difficulties are caused by “criminologi- 
cally significant circumstances" such as mental stress on parents from pro- 
fessional and social activity end household duties, lack of time for family 
life and child rearing, the near impossibili - 
school activities of the children 


i 
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even before a conflict arises. 








Consumeriam, Lack of Discipline 
Rast Berlin NEUE JUSTIZ in German Vol 4 No 7, Jul 80 pp 303-306 
[Article by Prof Dr Guenther Kraeupl, Political Science and Jurisprudence 


Section, Friedrich Schiller University, Jena: “Pwulty Family ing and 
Youth Criminality.” A translation of excerpts of the article by Guenter 
Sarge, referred to in footnote 2, is published under the title ibi- 


lity of Courts in Prevention, Control of Juvenile Crime” in JPRS 73349, 

1 May 1979 No 16 4 of this series pp 25-30. A translation of the article 
by A, Grandke cited in footnote 14 is published under the title "Family Re- 
lati Changes in Socialist Society Analyzed” in JPRS 68686, 6 April 
1977 No 1375 of thie series | 


\Text| Im the course of socialist evolution we of the family 

grows as regards the shaping of the personalities ite gembers.* in all 
socialist countries social and scientific interest in this social group is 
growing because it reflects the general development. it also provides the 
justification for the more explicit orientation to the family's potgntial 

and responsibilities in preventing and combating youth criminality. 


Uther social groups or educators are not able--or abie to only @., limited ex- 
tent--to replace the specific educational effects of the family. Doubt- 
less this fact must be considered with due allowance for the developmental 
stage of the child, it is of the utmost significance for the upbringing of 
the young child, because that is the crucial stage. However, in adolescen- 
ce also the significance of the family is greater than generally assumed. 
The fact that in the GR young people normally grow up within the nuclear 
family for 20-23 years is no more than a extraneous feature. Youth psy- 
chology and, consequently, youth crimino used 
“introversion” of adolescents, which was alleged 
alienation from the family. Recent studies no longer confirm this assunp- 
tion; on the contrary, adolescents demonstrate a gr need to consult their 
parents whenever they are confronted with problems.” The youngster loosens 
his ties to the family insofar as, in the course of his growing up, he is 
increasingly integrated in other social groups also, which represent addi 
tional sources of training, and, at the same time, expands his extre- 
family leisure ties. While this process is certainly a sign of growing in- 
dependence, it does not signify the complete breakaway from internal family 
ties and, consequently, their educational effects. In the past 10 years 
the agreement of the ideological attitude and value orientation of parents 
and children has demonstrably increased; such attitudes harden in childhood 
to an advanced extent, so that little change actually occurs in adolescence. > 











incorporation of the Requirements of Crime Prevention in the Processes of 
Family Development and Upbringing 


Youth most intensively occupies with the social-educational conditions of 
its environment, reacts to them most sensitively. Insofar the considerable 
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diminution in the volume and seriousness of juvenile crime in the course of 
our country's J0-year history specifically and .apressively indicates the 
status and potential of the socialist transformation of conditions and peo- 
ple. At the same time, though, youth criminality remains an indicator of 
the contradictoriness of thie (ra@iefomaation; the family here represents a 
fundamental factor. 


Criminology @ay not look upon faulty upbr in the family as an isolated 
phenomenon, peculiar to certain individuals y. it @ust tackle the ques- 
tion of the material and ideological-conscious facts in the current 

ses Of family development, which still produce such phenomena, Only then 
Will we be able consciousiy to deploy the growing educational potential of 
the family for crime prevention, This requires we (© deepen our insight in- 
eh Fgh Ry. f — Ae A. it is not to 
generally state that this development is turning up some conflicts, 

that the tavorable material-social conditions prevailing here are not auto 
matically translated into socialist family life. At the same time it does 
draw our attention to the contradictoriness of these processes and leads us 
to seek criminologically significant facts here also. 


The socialist transformation of the family is proceeding more slowly than 
that of other social groups and is subject to more conflicts. Changes in 
standards and habits may result in rather contradictory attitudes. Behavior 
in working life, for example, already largely reflects socialist standards, 
wile behavior in the family still tends to be ruled by old ideas @d tredi- 
tions. 


Uf course the revolution in the condition of social production, which--by 
its interaction with the conditions of personal life--also involves progres- 
sive changes in the family, is accompanied by some temporary and unwelcome 
side effects. in addition to obsolete behavioral standards and habits we 
must also take account of factors related to the implementation of the scien- 
tific-technological revolution. Almost all national reports given at the 
Fourth Congress of Criminologists of Socialist Countries, held in 1975,noted 
such side effects which are particularly evident in large cities due to the 
fact that the revolution in production and living conditions there proceeds 
at a faster rate. Regarding the family such circumstances were emphasized 
as the great mental stress caused for parents by professional and social ac- 
tivity and household duties, lack of time for family life and child rearing, 
difficulties involved in the supervision or control of the children's behe- 
vior in their free time, the loosening of social ties. Interestingly every- 
one basically agreed that the revolutionary processes encourage the evolu- 
tion of socialist living conditions and the socialist lifestyle, including 
the development of socialist family life, while they were quite aware that 
such a revolution may result in the temporary loss of stability and in con- 
ene situations which cannot be immediately and adequately handled in all 
wai ies. 














it i8 imperat ve for us to trace in the positive basic processes the poten- 
tial for the removal of such side effects. For example: The actual time 
spent by parents with their chil is less significant than the quality of 
thie ocantect in the time available.’ The work of women outside the home 
has a good effect on the upbringing of the children, and generally we may 
note & positive connection between the profegsional and socis! activism of 
parents and their attitude to child rearing.” At the same time @ certain 
winigum timespan must be guaranteed to ensure proper family life. Otherwise 
we are bound to ge* disruptions in the educational function (an aspect which 
should definiteiy oe taken into account in the organization of actual produc- 
tion conditions). We should also endeavor to expand leisure hours, and that 
is & proper concern of our state's social policy. Decisive, though, is the 
subjective factor, the attitude taken to “time for the family.” Knowledge 
of this emphasis permits us to reject the attempt made by some parents to 
seek absolution for their culpable def@uit in the matter of upbringing by 
pleading lack of time, undue stress, and 80 on. 


in the 1960's criminoiogical studies of the upbringing of juvenile offenders 
temued to stress external features, especially the family structure. Cur- 
rent studies have confirmed, though, that not these external features are 
vital but the inner content of upbringing: Inner-fa@mily relations, especiai- 
ly the parent-child relation which substantially decides the child's status 
in the family, and the style of ing--also especially with reference 
to the child's status as the subject ais training.? These contents tend 
to operate independently of material and structural conditions. 


The social and aoral security of single mothers in the GR has considerably 
lamated the criminological relevance of single parent families. in current 
s0cia . conditions the growing trend to a higher divorce rate and the fact 
that minor children are affected in more than two thirds of divorces can no 
longer be considered a disadvantage. These phenomena way well reflect the 
early realization of marital breakdowns, and this limits the long lasting 
deformation of family relations and their particularly injurious effects on 
child rearing.’° Crucial in every case is the conscious and knowledgeable 
organization of the content of upbringing, and this can by now be managed 
quite nicely in singie parent families also. Soviet studies have arrived 
at Similar results. in past decades the percentage of single parent fuai- 
lies in the total of "probiem families” has actually declined, Moreover, 
exceptionaily large families do not account for an above average percentage 
of problem fauilies either.) ,In fact problem families generally have an 
average tmamber of children. 


The influence on education of the material situation end circumstances of 
the family also is quch smaller now. Material issues and the stress of pro- 
fessional, sociai and cent ty duties have long been a fairly unimportant as- 
pect of marital breakdown./“ The threat to child development nowadays a 
arises less from material needs than fram neglect on the part of the pe- 
rents.15 On the whole, therefore, public interest is greatest in the con- 
tent of family relations and less so in the material conditions and the 
legal form of cohabitation./4 This confirms quite specifically the historic 
trend to the growth of the moral-educational effect of the family. 
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Criminologically Relevant Phenomena of Faulty Upbringing 


Recent studies confimm that, @ore than intellectual or other defects, the 
lack of responsibility aaong parents and/or the lack of the ability to orge- 
nige proper upbringing are typical for educationally deficient families who 
hve to be taken under the wing of the youth welfare agencies. If the sense 
of responsibility is missing, the family may superficially appear intact. 

af inadequate ability is involved, we get deformations of family 
life and the behavior of parents and children. At this time, though, the 
latter circumstance is present in a winority of cases. Far more 4 

is the Sentiy which appease intact and displays no immediate signs faulty 
upbringing. The personalities of parents of endange 
different now from what they used tebe, bec @use even 
sound attitudes tend to be present./’ On the one 
conditions for cooperation with these ts, on the 
challenges on the social conception of family-pedagogical capacity. 


Up to now any attempt at mining a differentiated insight into criminogenous 
family upbringing depended on certain types of faulty rearing such es 
“spoiling,” “excessive severity,” “lack of training, 

80 On. It will be 

define their ideological-morel 
tents will enable us to reveal 


























Where circumstances point to “spoiling,” this doubtlessly and quite specifi- 
cally reflects the contradictory course of the growth of material opportuni- 
ties on the one hand and intellectual-cultural interests 

other. This liable to give rise to the danger of a revival of bourgeois 
consumerism, ! --a phenomenon which in fact we do meet daily life. The 
early 1970's noted 
be widely observed, 
pedagogical consideration in order to shape the basic contradiction in a 
basicaliy tructive manner. Compared to earlier studies of young proper- 
ty off showing the status in the lete 1960's, a study of the domi- 
nant child rearing practice with regard to young property offenders (first 
offenders and first-time recidivists) describing the current status shows 
definite shifts in emphasis as regards the 
ing: "kxcessive severity” has declined and, by comparison to “inconsistency,” 
“lack of training" and “spoiling” shows up least often. Our results demon- 
strate that “inconsistency” and “lack of training” occur to abou Same 
extent; the incidence of both has declined somewhat. 


“Spoiling” and “lack of training” tie in with the problem of the training of 
our youth in conscious discipline. Certain phenomena of criminal disruption 
of public order, aggressive behavior toward fellow citizens and disrespect 
for state authority reflect negative ideological attitudes as well as the 
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inadequate understanding of the greater individual freedom of decision- 
making, if not actual abuse of this freedas. Violations of social disci- 
pline evidently tend to result from the fact that upbringing has not wan 
aged to settle the contradiction between the growing awareness of the pre- 
sence of the prerequisites for greater freedom of decision-making (this in- 
cludes especially social security and education) and the inadequate con- 
sciousness and observance of the individual responsibility arisi:g there- 
from. Training in conscious discipline should be acknowledged as the capa- 
city independentiy, consciously to observe this individual social responsi- 
bility. Phenom. at the fringes of criminality, such as disciplinary of- 
femees, aggress.ve behavior and disrespect for the auchority of the educa 
tor indicate problems which essentially affect upbringing also, 


Tue young person in our society is someone very quch aware of his social 
security, encouragement and rights, and someone capable of accepting a great 
deal of responsibi.ity beth in performance and behavior=-that is daily and 
amply dewonstrated by the overwhelming majority of our young generation. it 
is imperative at all times to require this type of behavior. We are quite 
justified in asking whether the young and immature person described by tra- 
ditional youth psychology 4" fact fits the characteristics of modern youth 
in the socialist society.2 The answer to this question involves conceptual 


educational consequences. 


Training in conscious discipline also includes a more consistent responsibi- 
lity in the case of individual failure to observe personal responsibility. 
This is not meant to imply harsher sanctions but the inevitability, prompt- 
ness and appropriateness of punishment. it applies firet of all to upbring- 
ing but also to the reaction to criminal behavior.24 For example we note 
that first and even second offenses are not always visited with suffi- 
cient vigor in the meaning that reaction should be swift, punishment 

to the seriousness of the offense, and the Link between reaction and offense 
sufficiently obvious to the juvenile and the parent. 


Reflections on the Purther Definition of the Parents Educational Conscious- 
ness 


An essential condition of child rearing is the parents conggicusness regard- 
im che purpose, content, style and methods of upbringing. This educe- 
tional consciousness has noticeably increased. At this time it has achigyed 
a definitely higher level than mong the previous generation of parents. 

in everyday life this is reflected not least in the increasing readiness of 
parents to collaborate in social bodies attached to educational and train- 
ing facilities as well as in their growing interest in pedagogical educe- 
tion. 


The crucial conditions united in family life for the positive development 
of children must be utilized consciously by fhe parents amd brought to bear 
with the intention of training the children. Affection and respect in 
family relations are certainly needed, but they are not sufficient to 
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guarantee proper upbringing; nor, on the other hand, do the parents positive 
ideological attitudes and sa al activiem spontaneously translate into ade- 
quate child rearing. Often differences in the results of upbringing arise 
from the fact that the consciousness of parental educational responsibility 
and the ability properly to discharge it are subject to an undue degree of 
improvisation, 8 intuition and experiences passed on from earlier genere- 
tions, which tend to be wrong or at least inadequate with regard to modern 
opportunities and demands, Consequently we get a growing call for pedagogi- 
cal counseling--a reflection of greater responsibility. When we consider 
how further to perfect the general social practice regarding family-educa- 
tional ability, we @ust also note that, “measured by the criterion of the 
social development opportunities of the individual, the defective cooperea- 
tion of the family, let alone ite negative inf lugace, exercises a greater 
adverse effect than has hitherto been the case." 


The practical resolution of this problem has long been basically outlined: 
The provision of a farsighted, more comprehensive, standardized and manda- 
tory preparation of young persons for marriage and family in the total social 
educational process of the young generation. 


in my view this 8 encouragement similar to that given to legal educe- 
tion in the mid-1970's, The educational responsibilities of parents, in par- 
ticular, must be emphasized far more in our social consciousness. In the 
matter of public opinion as well @ in individual cases we must piace far 
more stress on countering those conceptions which regard parental responsibi- 
lity as a secondary factor by comparison to public education (and from that 
Standpoint seek the causes of maladjustment in children primarily outside 
the family). Decisive, though, is an early training for the conscious and 
capable handling of parental responsibility in order to ensure that every 
young person enjoys such training within the family as will provide an ex- 
ample for his own educational practice in later life. Studies have shown 
that training in relation to the acceptance of responsibility for a family 
arci the preparation for child rearing proceeds in the main within the origi- 
nal family, while influence of the school in this respect tends to be 
relatively slight. Soviet literature points out that it is necessary to 
raise the “pedagogical culture” of the family. in addition to elementary 
pedagogical knowledge this also involves the dgyelopment of pedagogical 
skilis as well as specific personal qualities. 


To this day purposeful social intervention in family training tends to begin 
only when a conflict has already erupted. This is due to the lines draw by 
the intimacy of family life. Consequently deformations may be present for 
fairly long periods before causing conflicts outside the family, and before 
any helpful intervention by society. At such a time correction may already 
be quite difficult. 


From this standpoint it is necessary to look at the limits of toleration be- 
fore societal intervention. This represents a new and precise issue which 
mquires a new resolution at certain levels of social development. Two as- 
pects must be considered in depth: 











The intimacy of family life sets limits to intervention, which must at all 
times be respected by society, because it is a necessary condition of the 
natural, emotionally charged (and therefore of particular importance to up- 
bringing) funetion of the family as well as the individual and independent 
realization of the personality by way of the life in this group. These con- 
ditions are therefore bound largely to continue relative to the individual. 4 


Un the other hand parental responsibility for child rearing rises in the 
process of the further development of society to the extent that a more de- 
finite capacity 5» called for in regard to the observance of this growing 


responsibility. 


All 1 have said so far leads to the conclusion that help in conflict situa- 
tions must start earlier, In the first place that applies to public opinion, 
work collectives and managers still tend to have reservations with regard to 
these issues, but such an attitude no longer corresponds to the social re- 
sponsibility required at this point in time. While there is a good deal of 
readiness to criticize other behavioral defects, reluctance is widespread 
when defects relate to behavior within the family. To a certain extent this 
reflects uncertainty as to the outsider's competence. It must therefore be 
made abundantly clear that involved in the process of such an intervention 
is the common ability of all those imvolved. The issue is included in the 
general need--in a .ordance with the growing unity of economic and social 
advance in our social development--more to appraise the individual as well 
as the collective by the intensity of their struggle for the new personali- 


ty. 





it is also imperative promptly to intervene with such parents whose reactions 
to collective aid show that they are not at all or insufficiently ready to 
meet their responsibilities. Here again "public" responsibility before 

their collectives, parents associations, and so on, will be paramount. At 
the same time legal reactions (for example by the social courts) must also 

be deployed more consistently. Publicity should therefore be strengthened 
with respect to such circumstances and reactions. 





© doubt regulations or sanctions can only have very limited success in 
achieving socially appropriate upbringing; yet here also we must be con- 
cerned with the necessary and differentiated consistency in approach, which 
encourages the basic process of the positive organization of family develop- 
ment in a quite specific manner. 
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consequences 
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GERMAN DEMUCRATIC REPUBLIC 


ROLE OF PUNISHMENT IN COMBATING CRIME EXAMINED 
East Berlin NEVE JUSTIZ in German Vol 34 No 6, Jun 80 pp 248-251 


[Article by Prof Dr Hans Weber, chairman, Department of Criminal Law and 
Trial Law, GOR Acadeuy of Political Science and Jurisprudence: "The Place of 
Punishment in Socialism® | 


| Text | In recent years the criminological literature of the GDR and other 
socialist countries has repeatedly discussed question of the role of 
punishment in preventing and combating crime.* This enhanced interest in 
the problems of punishment is based on the fact that new conditions and op- 
portunities for preventing and combating criminality have matured now that 
we have entered the stage of the further organization of the developed so- 
cialist society. In the studies concerned with punishment the greatest 
stress has been on the problem of the importance of criminal responsibility 
and punishment in a society where socialist production conditions have pre- 
vailed, where there is no more exploitation of man by man, and where there- 
fore the basic socio-economic roots of criminality have been removed. 


Socialist Revolution and Punishment 





The further organization of the developed socialist society represents a 

new stage in the implementation of the historic mission of the working class 
which--after the overthrow of the bourgeoisie--is to lead all classes and 
strata toward the classless communist society and create an "association 
Where the free devel gpment of every individual is the condition of the free 
development of all."“ The construction and further organization of this so- 
ciety is necessarily directed against criminality and its causes, because 
the realization of the historic mission of the working class includes the 
premise “to overthrow all conditions in which man is a degraded, a forlorn, 
a despicable being," to remove the antagonism between one man and all oth- 
ers, to replace social war by social peace, to lay the axe to the root of 
crime. 


Alongside the construction and development of the socialist society proceeds 
a fundamental change with regard to the role of punishment also. For the 
first time punishment corresponds to social inevitabilities and social 
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progress. Again tor the first time, therefore, does it correspond to the 
development of a society oriented against criminality. foreign to punish- 
ment in socialism is the contradiction inherent in every punishment meted 
out in the exploiter society: Its use to protect a society vuich itself in- 
evitably produces criwinality and thereby contributes to the conservation 
of the causes of crime, 


Jy contrast there is no inevitable connection between the basic social con- 
ditions of socialisnm--such as socielist ownership, socialist production con- 
ditions, socialist democracy, the socialist lifestyle, and so on--and crimi- 
nality. The steady perfection of these conditions is indeed directed to 
the removal of the causes of crime. It is the basis of the gradual abol:- 
tion of the causes of criminality and the gradual removal of crime. 


Un the other hand combating crime by weans of punishment also represents an 
inevitable necessity for the advance of the socialist society. For prevent- 
ing and combating criminality the Marxist-Leninist appreciation also applies 
that the dictatorship of the proletariat signifies "a pogedotent struggle 
against...the powers and traditions of the old society." 


The topicality and correctness of the basic course of the socialist society 
in heading off criminality has been proven in practice. Socialism is the 
first and only social order in the history of mankind, which has achieved 
profound and lasting successes in turning back criminality from the life of 
society. Despite considerable population growth in the past 50 years, crime 
in the Soviet Union, for example , declined to 28.6 percent, and in the GDR 
to 25 percent since 1948, 


This satisfactory result loses nothing of its significance by the fact that, 
in the course of socialist development, conditions change with regard to 
combating and preventing crime, and therefore also the tendency to the de- 
velopment of criminality as such. Several factors which, in the early 
years of the socialist revolution, resulted in the rapid and steady decline 
of crime, have now lost their effect. New conditions have arisen which 
must be brought to bear for the purposeful abolition of the cases of crime. 
Last not least the development in the socialist countries is s:hject to 
many influences--even direct hostile attacks--from the world of imperialisn. 


Claiming to be realists, Western propagandists believe that they must draw 
the attention of the socialist countries to the real problems of the devel- 
opment of and struggle against criminality. Im actual fact they attack the 
basic Marxist-Leninist doctrines on crime and punishment and attempt to in- 
sinuate doubts about their correctness and topicality. The point of these 
attacks is directed to the fact that the socialist tran: ogmation of social 
conditions has effected the decline of crime in socialism.’ Changed condi- 
tions for preventing and combating crime do not negate the fact (objective- 
ly arising from the nature of socialism) that crime is a phenomenon pro- 
foundly alien to socialism, and that the organization of socialist social 
conditions must necessarily oppose it. There can be no "reconciliation" 
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of socialism with criminality, no integration of crime in the social system 
--such as is characteristic of capitaiisn, 


Unly in socialisu can punishment serve as an unreservedly effective tool 
for preventing and combating crime, can that humanist ideal become )ecality, 
by which punishment a.so becames a tool to return to conscious social dis- 
Cipline those members of society who have committed crimes, and by which 
social antagonisus are abolished. Punishment here embodies the interest of 
the working class and the working people allied with it in the defense of 
the socialist st.ce and social order. Consequently in the socialist socie- 
ty we see the development of an optimistic appraisal of the possibilities 
for preventing emd combating crime. At the same time new attitudes to 
punishment aris, which are free of resignation as to the possibilities of 
punishment as well as of belief in the almighty power of punishment and of 
punishment fetishism. 


Bourgeois ideologics try to deny or misrepresent these basic changes in the 
role of punishment. Just as they question the social relevance of crime, 
they also question the social relevance of punishment. They spread the in- 
terpretation of an eternal role of punishment, independent of classes and 
social systems and actuaily indifferent to them. FRG criminologist 

H. Welzel, for example, writes that punishment and guilt have accompanied 
mank.nd from the outset “as one of the original problems of human life." 

A study published in Munich in 1975 says: “What represents punishment does 
not depend on the social system which uses it but must be explained as an 
independent phenomenon," According to this assertion there is no such 
thing as “socialist punishment." 


Bourgeois ideologues reject the penal conception of socialism, especially 
the progressive nature of punishment. They accept punishment only when it 
is based on the eternity of criminality and its causes, that is as a defense 
of capitalist social conditions, The bourgeois doctrine of punishment and 
the corresponding practice are thus represented as generally valid. The 
break with this bourgeois penal doctrine and practice, and the drawing up of 
a doctrine of punishment to serve social progress and the interests of the 
Working class and the working people aliied with it as well as its practi- 
cal implementation in the socialist countries appear to be not progress but 
decline if considered from this viewpoint. Gemuine punishment in the menta- 
lity of these bourgeois ideologues is only the punishment meted out in the 
capitalist society, which leaves the social bases of crime untouched and 
does not even try to liberate man from the stranglehold of bourgeois ideolo- 
sy. These interpretations are often coupled with revanchist views, accord- 
ing to which the socialist society and its state and legal system in the GDR 
are alleged to be merely ephemeral phenomena which would be removed at the 
time of the resolution of the allegedly "open German question." 


Punishment as an individual Measure 


Punishment is an individual measure to combat crime. In the first place it 
addresses the perscn wo has committed a crime. Beyond that it affects oth- 
ers and encourages social activism to prevent and combat offenses. 
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in wany cases the efficacy of punishment depends on the effect on the indi- 
vidual, in other words whether it causes that individual to behave in «a man- 
her appropriate to society; generally in fact public opinion judges effica- 
ey by this standard. As an individual measure punishment has no more than 
iumited potential, This Limitation arises primarily from the fact that 
crime has more than individual causes which are reflected in the person of 
the offender. Though in socialiem the fundamental socio-economic causes of 
crime (private ownership of the means of production and the resulting clase 
antagoniom) have been removed, crime ie still due to more than the moral- 
peychological defects of individuals. Soviet criminologist A.B. Sakharov 
rejects the opinion that in the socialist society the social euvirommen: no 
longer exerte the greatest influence on the development and decline of 
crime, and that its place is now taken by the personality and its individual 
psycho-physical features and characteristics. He emphasizes that it is the 
removal of the objective contitions, Which causes crime to decline, not the 
shift of ite causes to the person, 


Crime has many material and ideological, external and internal causes. Con- 
sequently it is impossible to personify the causes, and the struggle against 
crime cannot be conducted only in the form of a dispute with the individual 
criminal. In present circumstances also Lenin's conclusion has maintained 
ite validity, according to which "in the struggle against crime the change 
of social and political institutions is of y greater importance 
than the infliction of individual penalties.” 


Soviet criminologist M.D, Shargordsky emphasizes “that we must, for the 
Struggle against crime, research and remove precisely those circumstances" 
which produce offenses, and that can never be liquidated merely by 


threatening ad using punishment. 


Sakharov said pertinently: “Precisely the simultaneous restriction of the 

social and personality-related causes of crime effects the declining trend 
of crime characteristic £9 the socialist society and its ultimate disap- 

pearance in the future.” 


lt is @ question of producing agreement between sociai prevention and the 
struggle against crime in general and the prosecution of the individual 
crime. This unity of crime prevention and criminal prosecution, for exam- 
ple, is realized in the fact that measures adopted to prevent crimes are 
often also measures aimed at the discovery of crimes. The prevention of 
crimes at the expense of socialist property, for example, and the prosecu- 
tion of the individual offender are closely linked to the discovery of ma- 
terial losses, the investigation of their sources and the ascertainment of 
those responsible. Whenever losses and their causes are unexplained and 
the guilty not traced, sources for the commission of crimes remain active, 
and the discovery and prosecution of further crimes i» made more difficult 
if not altogether impossible. Investigations of crimes against property 
contimuing for a long time and therefor involving a great deal of damage 
have shown that either the crimes were made possible by failure to discover 
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defects in the administration and control of socialist property, or disco- 
very came very late, with the resuit that the ascertainment of the dimen- 
sion of the crime and the establisiment of criminal responpibility frequent- 
ly involved considerable expense, it follows that, wherever the prevention 
of crimes and other offenses enjoys @ high stemdard, crimes and the offenses 
involved in and causing them may be prevented or at least discovered early 
and fully. 


in many criminal proceedings the ascertainment and prosecution of individual 
criminal responsi..iity is linked to measures for the removal of the causes 
and conditions of the crime. In som proceedings, for example, measures of 
state prosecutorial supervision of legality as well es court critiques and 
indications (article 19 code of criminal procedure) are applied. 


Also used in criminal proceedings is the opportunity for aiding the work col- 
lectives in their efforts to consolidate order, discipline and security. Uy 
using specific example their responsibility for the defense of socialist 
property 16 especially i.luminated. Also helpful are trials held before a 
wider public, which are concerned with the necessary defense of socialist 


property. 


This also shows that the unity of the individual and social aspect of cambat- 
im crime is basica.ly possible in socialism only, because the capitalist 
society conducts the struggle against crime virtually against the individual 
offender only. in the final qnalysis its programs for crime prevention are 
always confined to the prosecution and punishment of the individual criminal. 
The capitalist society has no interest whatever in the thorough investige- 
tion and abolition of the social causes of crimirality. All too often 

trials there are used to gloss over the background and context of the crime, 
with the result that the punishment of the individual is made to serve as an 
alibi. 


Consistent Criminal Prosecution 


The crime is not only the result of the actiun of social causes, it is aiso 
the result of the irresponsible and antisocial decision of the criminal. The 
more the sociaiist society defines the potential of social behavior even in 
difficult situations, the more people voluntarily and from conviction obser- 
ve the legal regulations of the socialist state, the more seriously do crimi- 
nals by their antisocial behavior clash with the socialist society. Conse- 
quentiy it is imperative resolutely to discover and punish such illegal be- 
ia@vior, while at the same time comprehensively using the educational poten- 
tiel of society for preventing and combating crime. 


in view of the fact that, in socialism, legai standards reflect the objective 
inevitabi..ties of sociai development and more and more comprehensively rea- 
lize the agreement of interests between the individual, the collective and 

society, the decision to maintain socially appropriate beh.vior aione amounts 
to tue realization of freedom. The freedom of the individual here signifies 
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Wore than his ability to dawinate his circumetances; it inciudes self- 
iseipline, “Man's mastery of hin olf in the sphere of the realization of 
the Law means that hie actions and behavior are subject to fhe requirements 
of the lew, the achievewent of socially significant goals." 


in contrast to the interpretation of freedom by bourgeois ideologues who re- 
duce freedom to the formal and abstract opportunity of choice between alter- 
natives, the concept of freedom in Marxism-Leninism defines freedom by its 
content. The socialist society and the socialist state cannot allow alter 
natives to socially appropriate behavior as mandated by the law, That is 
why the SkD Program asserts the necessity for “punishing transgressions of 
the law in the proper mamer." 


The conviction is steadily spreading that freedom is expressed only by beha- 
vior appropriate to social requirements and the 1 standards defining 
them, This attitude represents an important base for the increasingly reso- 
lute and organized stand against crime of the socialist society; it calls 
upon the state authority to deal with transgressions and crimes by the rewe- 
dies of the penal code. 


The increase in society's readiness and activism with regard to the handling 
of crime is the reflection of the developing socialist lifestyle. It is al- 
so a factor contributing to further successes in the decline of criminality. 
The increase in state authority including the differentiated application of 
the necessary penalties thus does not run counter to freedom, though bour- 
geois and anticommunist ideologues constantly want to make us believe so. 
The infliction of necessary punishment does not imply the imposition of ex- 
ternal restraints on the working people. On the contrary, it ensures that 
their very own interests in ea peaceful, socially secure and safe life are 


made to prevail. 


Profoundly alien to socialism, therefore, is the concept maintained by bour- 
geois ideologues, according to which freedom necessarily includes socially 
deviant behavior and that, therefore, the conflict between th. individual 
ond society is also an expression of freedom. Conflict between the individ- 
ual and society is a necessary attribute of freedom especially in pluralist- 
ic social conceptions. In the upshot of these concepts criminality is also 
an element of free society. For one this provides an ideological reflection 
of the fact that capitalist society inevitably produces crime. For the oth- 
er the apologetic nature of these doctrines cannot be overlooked. By dub- 
bing them "the price of freedom," they are designed to justify or at least 
extenuate the phenomens of crisis and decay apparent in capitalism, which 
also include criminality. 


it is thus no accident that wodern capitalist society more and more clearly 
displays conciliatory and excusatory attitudes toward criminal phenomena. 
That applies especially to crimes committed at the behest or in the interest 
of the ruling class. ia the FRG, for example, despite the wider reach of 
the law and the increase in sentences handed down, the percentage of crimes 
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actually trie. continues to decline (ocurrentiy 25 percent of notified offen- 
ses; in the early 1960's the percentage was 33). The principle of opportuni- 
ty ie steadily further extended from the aspect of the law, Discretionary 
decisions by the public prosecutor's office and the police are on the rise. 
The public prosecutor's office, for example, dismisses about half of all 
suspects from further prosecution. This ensures that the severity ef the 
law is directed against the working class and other working people. 


in such conditions prosecution increasingly becomes a matter of accident and 
Caprice; the legality and equality of prosecution are undermined. In the 
end this always results in damage to the rights and interests of the working 
people. They are least protected and most easiiy persecuted by criminal law, 
Property owners are privileged in matters of prosecution and able to buy se- 
curity. Very obvious are phenomena of the commercialization of the struggle 
against crime. 


The conspicuously liberal attitude of modern bourgeois society toward crimi- 
nality is for one the reflection of the powerlessness and inability of this 
system seriously to prosecute crime. At the same time it also intends to 
some extent to make crime palatable, integrate it in society and spread the 
Opinion that it is a phenomenon necessary and inevitable in society. One 
sign of this is the enormous publicity which crime enjoys in the capitalist 
society and its mass media. 


1. See, for example, i. Harrland, “On Some Issues of Punistment ana Its Effi- 
cacy," NEVE JUSTIZ 1977, No 2, p 36; J. Streit, "Nur ums Strafen Geht es 
Nicht” [It is not Only a Matter of Punistment ), Berlin 1976; J. Streit, 
"On the Creative Application of the Penal Code in the Socialist Society,” 
NEVE JUSTIZ 1977, No 17, p 374; E. Buchholz/H. Dettenborn, "Ability and 
Readiness of the Criminal for Future Responsible Action," NEVE JUSTIZ 
°979, No 10, p 440, 
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nw 


3. K. Marx, "Zur Kritik der Hegelschen Rechtsphilosophie"” [On the Critique 
of tiegelian Legal Philosophy], in K. Marx/F. Engels, Collected Works, 
Vol 1, Berlin 1961, p 385. 


4, F, Engels, "Zwei Reden in Elberfeld (1)" [Two Speeches in Elberfeld (1) j, 
i.. Marx/F. Engels, Co) lected Works, Vol 2, Berlin 1962, p 541. 


5. See V.1. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol 31, p 29. 
6. See i. Keil, “Tasks of Soviet Courts in the Matter of Crime Prevention,” 


SBUE JUSTIZ 1977, No 13, p 396. Om the decline of crime in the GR see 
J. Streit, as before, pp 23 ff. 


26 











/. Por exmaple A. Freiburg, "On Youth Criminality in the Gi," KUELNER 
ZEITSCURIFT FUER SOZIOLOGLE UND SGZIALPSYGIOLOGIE 1975, p 490, 


Mh. B, Molasl, “Des Deutsche Strafrecht" [German Criminal Lew), West Berlin 
» P ‘ 


9. M, , "Das Strafensystem im Strafgeetazbuch der DDR vom 12 Januar 
1968" [The Penal System in the GOR Penal Code of 12 January 1968), 
Munich 1975, p 146. 


10, See A.B. Sakharov, “On the Causes of Crime in the Socialist Society,” 
SOWJETWISSENSCHAFT / BEITRARGE 1977, No 5, 
pp 516 ff; see also in detail “Theoretical bases of Combating 
Criminality,” Moscow 1977 (in Russian). 

ll. See V.1. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol 4, p 394, 


12, M.D, » “The Penalty, Ite Aims and its Efficacy,” Leningres 
1973, pp 27 f. (in Russian) 


13. See A.B, Sakharov, as before, pp 519 f. 


14. See D.A, Kerimow, Probleme des Rechts” | Philosophical 
Problems of the Law|, Berlin 1977, p 332. 


15. See "Program der Sozialistischen Einheitspartei Deutschiands” (SED 
Program|, Berlin 1976, p 43. 


16. See R. Daehn, “Caprice in the Prosecuting Practice of the FRG,” NEUE 
JUSTIZ 1976, No 1, pp 29 ff. 




















11698 
CSO: 2300 





27 











BETTER PARTY ORGANIZATIONAL WORK IN COUNTIES NEEDED 
Bucharest MUNCA DE PARTID in Romanian May 80 pp 36-l1 


cussion by Ton Anastasiu, Vasile Garp, Ion Cretu, Gheorhe Neatu, Bugen 
iu and Florea Vintila, secretaries of the party committees of Vrancea, 
Salati, Constanta, Braila, Ialomita and Tulcea counties respectively: "Precise 
Organization of Activity of Party Committee Sureaus and Secretariate"7 


/Text7 Sditors' Survey 


Party Secretary General Nicolae Ceausescu pointed out at the Working vonfer- 
ence of the RCP Central Committee in February 1960 that "By its very designa- 
tion the party's organisational work means organization of implementation of 
the party's decisions and the plan and organization of operations in all seo- 
tors, «++ even if someone else is also concerned with the respect ve sector.” 


This point is of particular theoretical and practical importance to the en- 
tire activity of the party organs and organisations. In order to illustrate 
the efforte of some party organs to develop the role of orgenisational work, 
the editors consulted Ion Anastasiu, Vasile Carp, Ion Cretu. ‘eorghe Neatu, 
Bugen Maliu and Florea Vintila, secretaries of the 

cea, Oalati, Constanta, Braila, Ialomita and Tulcea counties respectively. 


Rational Distribution of Forces 





GHEORGHE NEATU: One of the major requirements of sound organization, 
which is indicative of a good approach, is provision 

in all areas and their prompt and efficient solution, Accomplishment of 
aims directly depends upon the degree of participation of all members of 
bureaus and secretariats ina regularly sustained effort to make full use 
the competence, experience and initiative of each. 
functions should be assigned in the light of all these considerations. 


: 
: 
: 
: 


Thus the secretaries of the party county committee are directly responsible 
for the activity of one uniform agroindustrial council each, one invest- 


ment capacity, one or two big enterprises and one group apartment houses 
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under construction, Other comrades in the bureau, in addition to their re- 
sponsibility fer operations in the unit and sector wherein they work, are as- 
signed tasks in close connection with their interests and in accordance with 
the possibilities of covering a broader or narrower range of activity. For 
example, the chairwoman of the County Council of Trade Unions is responsible 
for the 1 May CUA, which has several enterprises under its jurisdiction that 
also have trade union organisations, and also for the Braila wunicipality 
Wood Processing Combine's activity. Besides the duties of his office, the 
director of the General Directorate for Agriculture and the Food Industry is 
responsible for activity in the Traian CUA, the agrozootechnical investments, 
and the Enterprise ‘or Industrial Processing of Meat. 


The adopted mes.sure to the effect that each secretary shall also coordinate 
the operations of several CUA's is a more recent factor, The secretary and 
he other members of the bureau under the jurisdiction of the said councils 
meet regularly, discuss the problems that have arisen, and initiate measures 
to resolve them, At one of these meetings the secretary assigned to the In- 
sula Mare a Brailei .rea asked other members of the bureau to help the state 
agricultural enterprise /TAS7 on the island to speed up the corn harvest. As 
a result about 2,000 cooperative members and 300 corn harvesting combines came 
to the aid of the IAS. 


This procedure enables the secretary always to have an overall picture of the 
problems and to take the best measures to resolve them, 


The orces of all are united when it is necessary. For example, during a 
work visit Nicolae Ceausescu asked us to expedite activation of the rolling 
mill for medium profiles, At the start one of the secretaries was specially 
astigned to this task. At that time it was estimated that the operations 
would take about 1 year. The secretary helped the party organization at the 
worksite and the workers councils' from the beneficiary and the builder to 
revise the construction schedules in order to advance the activation date. 
Then the emphasis was placed on strict observance of the new provisions and 
one secretary alone could not be at the worksite regularly every day, and so 
other secretaries and bureau members were assigned to be present at the work- 
site in rotation, from the start to the finish of job. 


the 
VASLLE CARP: I think the distribution of forces could be better managed. 
Last year I made a study of how the municipal, city and communal party organs 
were controlled and guided, and I found that the bureau members traveled as 
they saw fit, frequenting some communities and units regularly and others 
sporadically. There were some bureau members who did not visit even one com- 
munal party committee ina year, There is a tendency for each one to travel 
only in the area of the C’A to which he is assigned. 


Tt became clear to the bureau of our county party committee that the forces 
had to be better directed, The task was assigned to the organizational sec- 
tion, anc it drafted a coordinating schedule for the whole year specifying 
where the 1 bureau members paid by the party, state and mass organizations 
will travel for at least 2 days every month outside the councils for which 
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they are responsible, In this way 11 or 12 bureau members will visit every 
community in the course of a year. 


In the first place this system enables all bureau members to travel to cities 
and communes regularly. In the second place it enables the bureau members 
who are also responsible for an activity to see how it is progressing at other 
pointe outside the CUA's to which they are assigned, Furthermore, it is a 
considerable help to all the local party organizations, For example, I was 
scheduled to visit Suceveni Commune for a couple of days in March, I contac- 
ted the secretary of the communal party committee, told him what I was after 
and checked various aspects of the organizational work. And finally, with 
better knowledge of the activity in other areas the bureau members can inform 
each other at the weekly meetings about the main findings and conclusions and 
can determine better measures to generalize experience and to prevent or elim- 
inate the defects. 


ION CRETU: As far as I am concerned, I have not and do not accept the idea of 
confining myself to the CUA for which I am responsible. As a secretary for 
organizational problems I must know how the activity is progressing throughout 
the whole county. I was assigned to a CUA that was still harvesting produce 
in the fields at the start of last year, Yet here we have a party organizer- 
chairman of the CUA, first vice chairmen of the council and party secretaries 
who are also mayors, and many comrades from the county center who are in charge 
of specific matters, Better use should be made of this force, I discussed it 
with all the comrades, helped them organize the work and distribute the forces 
and checked them regularly. This enabled me to visit other areas too on cer- 
tain days of the week. The development of their responsibility is illustrated 
by the fact that the council was among the first in the county to finish the 
campaign last fall. 


EVGEN MALIU: We have given much thought to the idea that improvement of organ- 
izational work and its presence in all fields require a good approach and me- 
thod in the activity of each. Therefore we want the bureau members assigned 
especially to the most difficult sectors to take specific and responsible ac- 
tion to carry out the assignment. For example, remedial programs were drafted 
for 10 agricultural cooperatives 's/ and some bureau members, especially 
secretaries, were assigned to their aid, They helped them draft prorrams of 
their own, lent them specific support in eliminating some difficulties and de- 
fects, and spent 1 week each in the respective units as needed. Consequently 
not one of the 10 CAP's has any more difficulties now, and the ones at Draga- 
lina, Modelu and Viadeni are even in very good condition. 


It is also necessary not to give in to difficulties and to take firm action 
until any problem is finally solved, We hac great trouble with the Tandarei 
Sugar Factory. Production was slow and productivity was low. One of the sec- 
retaries was assipned to deal with this situation until all the problems were 
solved. He helped to improve the approach and working methods of the party, 
mass and public organizations and the workers council and to consolidate dis- 
cipline, order and the ranks of the party organizations, He instituted an 
extensive mass effort to improve the technical-economic parameters of some 
equipment, etc. 
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Keeping Up with Affairs 


FLORBA VINTILA: We are constantly concerned with the need of lending aid in 
the field. We feel the need especially of improving the approach of the party, 
state and economic organs and therefore it has always been determined what 
purpose is to be served, what steps are to be taken and with whom each one is 
to meet so that we may perfect people's approach and working methods and 
strengthen their responsibility. We realize we have a great many newly elect- 
ed personnel in the party organs and we have tried to help and guide them at 
work, 


We have considered the problem that where the secretaries go, we other bureau 
members mast provide for highly responsible task fulfillment. But some per- 
sonnel in the bureau are also new. In order to familiarize them with the pro- 
Liems as rapidly as possible, the recently promoted comrades are accompanied 
into the field by the secretaries and the other bureau members who have ac- 
quired a wealth of experience, 


Moreover the spirit of mutual aid and collaboration is emphatically brought 
home to the bureau members, For example, I consult the secretary for arri- 
cultural problems and the one for economic or social problems, and they feel 
the need to seek advice on the problems for which they are responsible. In 
this way we coordinate our work and collaborate more efficiently. 


But we do not always succeed in going to the aid of all the primary orvaniza- 
tions. If in a unit with three or four primary organizations we talk to their 
secretaries, we do not always talk to the members of the committee and the bu- 
reaus, We have tried to cure some activists of the bad habit of contacting 
only the director or president of the CAP. There are still some activists, 
especially of the County Council for Worker Control of Socioeconomic Activity, 
who forget that they should contact the party secretary, who is also chairman 
of the workers council. All defects cannot be remedied without consulting the 
primary organizations. For example, there was a great waste of materials at 
the Tulcea Metallurgical Combine. It was written up in the press, and we sent 
criticisms to the director and the secretary of the party committee until at 
some point the secretaries of the primary organizations were convened and we 
called their attention to the waste. Discussions were started with all work- 
ers on every job, steps were taken, and we accordingly succeeded in eliminat- 
ing the waste of bauxite, 


EUGEN MALIU: Concerning the necessity of keeping in touch with affairs, I 
would mention the recuirement for thorough instruction of the bureau members 
and the other activists. To this end we emphasize study, complete comprehen- 
sion and mastery of the party and state documents as well as methodological 
and practical instruction that will help to generalize good and efficient me- 
thods and to improve the approach, We try hard to make people understand not 
only what they have to do but also how they should proceed, 


Therefore the instruction has frequently been arranged for groups of CUA's, 
so that they will be held in units with better results and experience will be 
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exchanged, in accordance with what Nicolae Ceausescu said at the Working Con- 
ference of the RCP Central Committee in February about the need of sending 
specialists to work where the best results are obtained so that they may learn 
directly from experience, After such an exchange on the subject of zootechno- 
logy at the Muntenii Bugau CAP, some party organizers and CUA chairmen drafted 
specific programs for the specialists and other zootechnical personnel to go 
to the said CAP and learn about the working methods, labor organization etc, 
on the spot. I think it would be a good idea for the party to do this too, 
For example, party organizers on councils with inferior results could be sent 
to work for a time on councils with better results, and secretaries of commn- 
al party committees could work for a time under the best mayors, 


ION CRETU: We have great potentials for closer contacts of the staff with the 
field, The workers in the latter have also been assigned to areas and units, 
For example, those working in the organizational section were employed for a 
time by the party organizations in the TCIF /Trust for Land Improvement Con- 
structions7 at the Worksite for Heavy Equipment and Transportation, where they 
helped to focus the party's internal activity more intensively on socioecono- 
mic problems, better organization of party recruitment, improvement of book- 
keeping, etc, 


We have had and unfortunately still have cases where workers from the organiza- 
tional section see only organizational problems when they go into a cammne or 
unit, those from the economic section see only the economic ones, etc. Involv- 
ing all forces in the solution of problems has proved a good way of eliminating 
this situation, This was done for example in Constanta port to carry out the 
party secretary general's directives for better labor organization and increas- 
ed freight traffic. Composite collectives were sent here of comrades from the 
organization and propaganda sections, from the County Council for Worker Con- 
trol, from the County Council of Trade Unions and the County Committee of the 
UTC on of Comminist Youth/, and from comparable bodies on the municipal 
level. They cooperated closely, each one working in the assigned area on ab- 
solutely all the problems, In this way they succeeded in obtaining better re- 
sults and greatly increased the capacity of the port traffic. 





But there are still difficulties and defects, some of which concern us. I be- 
lieve there are quite a few cases where some comrades on the staff do not fore 
see their specific objectives in the units where they go. Other difficulties 
are caused by the many demands upon the bureau staffs: Many materials are 
still required for the bureau and secretariat headquarters, as well as statis- 


Active Participants in Management 


VASTLE CARP: We must set an example ourselves in precise organization of la- 
bor. The bureau of our county committee is interested in creating the organi- 
zational framework to enable all its members to participate effectively in all 
management operations, 


In the first place, on the idea that increasing the contrioution of organiza- 
tional work to task fulfillment begins with improved planning, we are acting 
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go that every | ureau member will take part in planning operations, It has be- 
come a rule that at least a month before the start of the period for which the 
plan 19 to be compiled all bureau members will review the party decisions, the 
laws and Nicolae Ceausescu's directives, read up on the area for which they 
are responsible, and consult the County Committee members and other party ac- 
tivists in order to determine the requir: nents, Each one makes sugyestions on 
this basis, After the draft plan is compiled the bureau discusses and approves 
it. And since the work plan is that of tie County Committee, we also submt it 
to the approval of its plenum, which we usually organize in the last month of 
the quarter, 


Of course enabling all bureau members to participate in activities is not con- 
fined to planning the work, Another aspect of it is helping to determine mea- 
sures to carry out the party and state decisions and the party secretary gen- 
eral's directives, We keep all documents from the party administration in one 
piace, where the bureau members are invited to study them as soon as they have 
arrived, After the Working Conference of the RCP Central Committee in Septem- 
ber 1979 every bureau member studied Nicolae Ceausescu's speech and excerpted 
the tasks pertaining to his activity. Then he read the documents in the field 
and consulted other comrades, whereupon he proposed measures, These were cen- 
tralized according to subjects and the time limits and responsibilities for 
their implementation were determined, Of course the program as a whole was 
discussed and approved by the bureau, 


We are also concerned with enabling all bureau members to contribute to the 
preparation of our own decisions, There have been and still are discussions 
to the effect that this depends upon prompt receipt of the materials discus- 
sed. Sut we consider it essential to prepare everyone not just by reading pa- 
pers and reports but primarily by study of the activity and its requirements. 
For example we are to make decisions in a bureau meeting on reduced consumpti- 
on of energy and fuel, Every bureau member has studied this subject, some of 
them making analyses in the party organs and organizations and asking the ex- 
perts' opinions. Consequently those who helped to compile the report and the 
draft program as well as those who spoke have made valuable suggestions. 


All bureau members must participate in the work of guidance and control in or- 
der to carry out the decisions, That is how we proceeded after the above- 
mentioned bureau meeting. A command was formed of 1) bureau members, each of 
whom arranged to publicize the decisions and helped the party organs and organ- 
izations and the workers councils to draft specific programs in each unit. 

The first secretary and the secretariat were regularly informed of the progress 
of the actions and analyses were made periodically in bureau meetings. New 
measures were initiated on this occasion, including organization of conferenc- 
es on trades with the steelworkers, blast furnace and lathe operators etc. in 
the course of which the experts explained the respective problems and the men 
expressed their opinions and made many suggestions to excellent effect, 


GHEORGHE NEATU: Every member's active, effective participation in the bureau's 
activity also requires precise organization of personnel work. Our secretariat 
has established a methodology for drafting and approving the individual weekly 
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plans and for controlling their implementation, whereby every Saturday the sec- 
retaries, the other bureau members, the section heads and the chairman of the 
board submit the draft personnel plans for the following week to the first se 
cretary, who reads and approves them. The secretaries, section heads and bu- 
reau members in charge of the county economic, social and public organs do the 
same thing for those working under them, We take care that at least two things 
are indicated concerning every planned trip, namely checking the implementation 
of decisions or tasks with deadlines in the near future, and specification of 
the actions, general assemblies, plenums and meetings of bureaus and workers 
councils that will be attended, the trips being specifically planned a few days 
in advance of an assembly, plenum or meeting in order to help with the prepara- 
tions, The problems presented by the work plan and the higher party organs' 
decisions are also entered, 


FLOREA VINTILA: In our case, when the secretariat meets in the presence of 
the first vice chairman of the Executive Committee of the County People's 
Council and the section heads, the secretaries report on their fulfillment of 
their tasks in the past week, When we come to determine the personnel objec- 
tives, we aim at a uniform approach to problems on the part of all comrades, 
For example, an analysis made last year showed that the low harvest of wheat 
and barley per hectare was due to inadequate density of the plants. Then it 
was decided that every unit should try to firmly apply the technical recommend- 
ations concerning plant density. ‘This assignment was specified in the respec- 
tive period in the personnel plans by all comrades on the bureau of the County 
Committee, and as a result we can report that plant density is now excellent. 


Maximum Effectiveness of Meetings and Plenums 


ION ANASTASIU: We are emphasizing rational use of time so that everyone can 
visit the field as much as possible, To this end we are acting for the good 
preparation and conduct of the bureau and secretariat meetings and the plenuns, 
We begin this as soon as the work plan is adopted and the secretaries and oth- 
er bureau members know the agenda and can study the situation in the field and 
discuss it with the men in order to participate knowledgeably in the discus- 
sions, Since the reports are made available to them for study 5 days before 
the bureau meetings and 3 days before the secretariat meetings, they compare 
what is written in them with the actual situation in the field, drawing the 
appropriate conclusions, and make useful comments and specific suggestions in 
the meetings. 


The data for the bureau and secretariat meetings are usually compiled on the 
basis of the checks and analyses made in the field by collectives composed of 
members of commissions on problems, personnel from the party activists, party 
and state activists and specialists. The collectives are headed by the secre- 
taries of the County Committee. The secretaries and section heads directly 
participate in the preparation of the reports. The do not exceed three or 
four pages for a bureau or secretariat meeting and eaight pages for a plenum, 
depending of course on the problem analyzed, The first secretary reads the 
contents in advance and deletes unsuitable materials from the start without 
letting them reach the secretariat or bureau. This was done, for example, 
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when the activity had to be analyzed of the County Inspectorate for Control of 
Product Quality, the County Trade Directorate, the County Union of Consumer 
Cooperatives, etc, 


We have also used the method of verbal reports with good results. For exam- 
ple, in a secretariat meeting I described the stage of implementation of the 
measures instituted for preparation of the party elections and exchange of do- 
cuments, In another meeting the secretary for propaganda reported on the ef- 
forts of the party organs and organizations to improve visual propaganda, 


Through such pracc' ces we hold much shorter meetings. A bureau meeting, for 
example, does not last longer than 14 to 2 hours. 


We also use other methods of making plenums and other actions as instructive 
as possible. Last year, for example, in one plenum we undertook to analyze 
the progress of the investment projects and the causes of the arrears and to 
determine measures to recover them, We sent control collectives to the work- 
sites, At the same time a collective of activists together with a team of 
amateur filmers made a film with critical views taken at various work places, 
In the same period the local daily MILCOVUL published a series of unannounced 
surveys made at worksites. Several panels with photographs were also made, 
and a number of plates indicating the stage of fulfillment of various indices. 
The film was shown before the discussions began. This provided the members of 
the plenum with a wealth of material on which they could base an effective ana- 
lysis resulting in specific measures with precise deadlines and responsibilities. 


With the aid of the activists from other sections, the propaganda section com- 
poses a theme and a scenario for every film. We also determine the points the 
collective of amateur filmers will visit, accompanied of course by our activ- 
ists. The film is viewed and approved by the secretariat before it is shown. 


ION CRETU: I think it is important to prepare a plenum well, to be sure, but 
it is equally important to organize the implementation of the decisions. Once 
when we analyzed zootechnical activity we concluded that to eliminate the de- 
fects it was necessary to take firm action in the units with difficulties and 
to engage all forces that could help. Nearly all the bureau members and many 
members of the County Committee were assigned specific tasks. The director of 
the Medgidia IAS was assigned to improvement of operations on the Ciocirlia 
TAS. Being present during the morning and evening working hours for several 
days, seeing to strict observance of the feed rations, and lending specific 
aid to the party organizations and the workers council for better organization 
of their activity, he made a substantial contribution to better results, In 
only 2 weeks the average yield of milk from each foddered cow was increased by 
4-6 liters, The same thing was done by the director of the Murfatlar IAS at 
the Nicolae Ralcescu IAS and by those assigned to the Castelu, Ciocirlia, 
Albesti and Nicolae Balcescu CAP's. They lent specific aid and the results 
Steadily improved, 


I th’ nk we have much to accomplish in strengthening the County Committee's ca- 
pacity to act uniformly and comprehensively, There are still members of the 
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County Committee ana the municipal and city committees who are not taking an 
active part in their work. Some do not speak or contribute to the preparation 
of measures. Of course they bear a large portion of the guilt. But I also 
think the members of the bureaus and secretariats could be of more help. That 
is why I have suggested that every bureau member should keep in closer touch 
with the members of the committee in the area or enterprise to which he is as- 
Signed, cooperate with them, and prepare for the plenums together with them 

in order tc enhance the contribution of all to the proper preparation and per- 
formance of the analyses and to the application of the determined measures, 
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GOALS FOR STRENGTHENING OF PARTY RANKS 
Bucharest MUNCA DE PARTID in Romanian May 80 pp 6-8 
[Unsigned article: "Growing Strength of the Vital Core of Romanian Society"/ 


(rext/ The RCP, the political leader and the activator of Romania's construc- 
ive energies and powers, is constantly deepening ite roots in the fertile 
soil of the working masses in the cities and villages of the nation by enlist- 
ing in ite ranks the most progressive sons of the people. For this renovating 
process is the everlasting vital source of the party's creative power and its 
capacity to spur Romania on with revolutionary strength to new successes on 
the lorious path of socialist and commnist construction. 


Examination of the specific methods and the theoretical and practical policies 
for further intensification of these vital characteristics of the RCP was on 
the agenda of the Plenum of the RCP Central Committee of 27 March 1980, which 
analyzed and unanimously approved the Report on the Numbers, Composition and 
Organizational Structure of the Party as of 31 December 1979. 





the above-mentioned report the party organs and organizations specially empha- 
sized continuing consolidation the party 

zational efforts made to carry 
congresses, the National Party Conf 
mittee as well as the directives of Party Secretary General Nicolae Ceausescu. 


On 31 December 1979 the party had 2,960,917 members (118,853 more than at 
end of the previous year), that is 19.25 percent on 
28.86 percent of the active population of Romania. 
qualitative enhancement of the party membership wi sons 
of the working class, peasants and intellectuals reflects the party's great 
athority among all social categories, the entire Romanian people's full sup- 
port of the RCP's domestic and foreign policies, and the imperishable unity 
of all the workers regardless of nationality around the party, ite leadership 
and its secretary general, Nicolae Ceausescu. 
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The Central Committee's unremetting effort to develop a strong nucleus of 
workers in the party is convincingly illustrated by the constantly growing 
proportion of workers in its social composition. Thus on 31 December 1979 
the RCP had 1,585,878 workers in ite ranks, or 53,66 percent of the total 
membership, Over 2,712,000 (74.72 percent’ of the party inembers work in m- 
terial production. 


The proportion of women in the party reached 27.97 percent in 1979. Thanks 

to the correctness of the RCP's policy on nationalities, the party's composi- 
tion of nationalities corresponds to the nationalities structure of the Romn- 
ian population. Noteworthy qualitative changes were made last year in the 
training of the RCP's members: The proportion of commnists with occupation- 
al, secondary or higher education came to 51.06 percent of the party member- 
ship at the close of 1979, 


In the light of the policies in the documents of the 1?th Party Congress con- 
ce~ning further strengthening of the party and development of its role as a 
leading —_——s force of society, the Plenum of the Central Committee of 27 
March 1 established measures to improve party recruitment activity. 


In accordance with the directives in Nicolae Ceausescu's Report to the 1?th 
Party Congress, all party organs and organizations mst emphasize the politi- 
cal, moral and professional qualities of those newly admitted to its ranks in 
their efforts to further enlarge the party, granting the high title of commun- 
ist only to those who show that they know how to fight for implementation of 
the party's policy, who display a revolutionary spirit in their entire activi- 
ty, and who represent a high example of devotion to the cause of the party, 
of socialism ani of the nation's continued prosperity. 


The RCP regards party recruitment as an integral part of the whole effort to 
implement the political, economic and social aims of building the new order 
included in ite revelutionary militant program. Therefore it is quite natural 
for the party organs and organizations to prefer to admit to the ranks of the 
communists those workers who distinguish themselves particularly in the effort 
to fulfill and exceed the plan, to fulfill the pledges in socialist competiti- 
on, to complete municipal and social programs successfully, and to raise the 
level of their political awareness, By the admission of new members the party 
organizations must strengthen their political and organizational capacity and 
and their ability to mobilize the masses in order to unite the efforts of 

all labor collectives to meet the plan indices of net output and physical pro- 
duction, to launch extensive mass programs to reduce consumption of raw mater- 
ials, materials, energy and fuel, to combat any kind of waste and establish a 
strict regime of economy in all sectors, and to provide for perfect order and 
discipline in all units. 


AS the plemum decided, henceforth emphasis must be placed on admissions of the 
best workers in the machine building and light industry enterprises, in the 
recently activated units in all sectors of the national economy, in the con- 
struction sites and enterprises, and in the agricultural cooperatives and un- 
cooperativized villares. 
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A directive of great importance to the party's correct social composition in 
the future is ‘he one to the effect that the county, municipal and city com- 
mittees are to see that the political-organizational work of party admissions 
is performed so that in the counties where the —— of farmers is over 
3© percent of the total employed tion, 55 percent of all recruits will 
be workers and at least 25 per of them will be farmers, In the other 
counties, at least 15 percent of the total of 80 percent workers and farmers 
will be farmers, 


The plemum directed the party organs in the counties where the proportion of 
party members in t.e total employed population is found below the potential 

to analyze in centa, in activists! meetings, the evolution of the annual in- 
crease in the rarty organizations' membership and to take political, organiza- 
tional and educat.onal measures to intensify recruitment of the best workers 
‘nto the ranks of the communists, 


The plenum's directive that at least 0-45 percent of the total party members 
admitted in each county ehall be women makes it to emphasize admis- 
sions of the best workers in the enterprises of the light and food industry 
and in the circulation of goods sector, as well as peasant women in the agri- 
cultural cooperatives and uncooperativised villages. 


Intensified effort toward political-ideological indoctrination of party men- 

bers and all workers is a priority assignment for the party organs and organi- 
zations this year, through complete mastery of the content of Nicolae Ceauses- 
cu's Report to the 12th Party Congress and the other documents ratified by the 
supreme forum of the communists in Romania. 





Assignment of specific tasks to all party members, general use of the method 
whereby they report periodically, in general meetings, on their performance 
of their missions, perpetuation in all primary organizations of the practice 
of annual arrangement of individual discussions with their members, and month- 
ly participation of the members of the county, municipal and city party com- 
mittees and their activists in two or three general meetings at which they 
will explain basic problems of party activity etc. are also effective methods, 
verified by experience, whereby the party organs and organizations can lend 
new and preater validity to the work of political indoctrination and develop- 
ment of communists, 





Support of more communists, especially young ones, in completing their second- 
ary education in night schools and correspondence schools can intensify the 
process of raising their general cultural level. 


Of course the county, municipal, city and communal party organs as well as 
those in the bie enterprises must take a particular interest in the most rapid 
development of the political and ideological training of those recently en- 
rolled in the party and in their thorough mastery of the party's internal stan- 


dards and the requirements for the discipline and approach of revolutionary 
party work, 
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Greater efforts on the part of the party organs and organisations to carry out 
precisely the decisions of the 1?th Party Congress, the guidelines of the Ple- 
num of the Central Committee in March 1950, ani Nicolae Ceaucesou's directives 
for further strenrthening of the party's ranks with Romania's best sons as 

well as improvement of the organisational structure and intensification and 
improvement of political-educational work are the very guarantee of growth of 
the party's leadership in all of Romania's ogy economic and social acti- 


vity and of the growing strength of the vital core Romania's socialist 
society. 


5156 
G30: 2700 














YUGOSLAVIA 


SLOVENIAN INTELLECTUALS SEEK TO POUND NEW JOURNAL 
Petition Analyzed 


Belgrade NEDELJNE INFORMATIVNE NOVINE in Serbo-Croatian No 1540, 6 Jul 80 
pp 30-31 


[Article by Lev Kreft: "“Journale and Preserves") 


{Text} “The life of Slovenian journals is not so arranged as to meet the 
real needs of that aspect of our intellectual creativity and that intel- 
lectual and poetic output which can and must be expressed precisely 
through journals.... The present situation in the life of our journals is 
obstructing many of our writers to the extent that they cannot become part 
of our cultural life in the manner appropriate to their abilities and 
rights. 





This is the way a group of Slovenian intellectuals began their statement 

in support of their proposal for establishment of a new journal. The long 
letter, which also contained a historical survey of journals in Slovenia 
and of the elements of their crisis, an assessment of the present cultural 
situation and a conception of the new journal, was sent to Mitja Ribicic, 
chairman of the Slovenian Republic Conference of the SAWP, on 11 June 1980. 
The cover letter was signed by Niko Grafenaver, poet and editor at MLADIN- 
SKA KNJIGA, the philosopher Tine Hribar, DELO critic Andrej Inkret, the 
poetess and well-known children's writer Svetlana Makarovic, the young 
poet Boris A. Novak, and the sociologist, critic and writer Dimitrij Rupel. 


In order to emphasize its broader cultural and political significance, the 
document containing the initiative was also sent to the presidents or 
chairmen of the State Presidency of the Socialist Republic of Slovenia, 
the Slovenian Assembly, the Executive Committee of the Republic Cultural 
Community and the Society of Writers, as well as to the editor in chief of 
DELO for publication. In all, 54 cultural figures supported the entire 
program with their signatures, but their names were not made public, 
though the entire text, accompanied by the commentary of the Secretariat 
of the Council for Culture of the Presidium of the Republic SAWP Confer- 
ence was published in DELO on 26 June. Perhaps this might have afforded 
someone the chance to change his mind and withdraw his signature? 
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im any case, .t can be concluded on the basis of what has been published 
that most of the signatories belong to that generation of writers, critics 
and theoreticians who are now active, from winners of the highest republic 
awards to members of editorial etaffe and councile of journale and pub- 
lishing houses belonging to all generations. Appropriate to the impor- 
tance of this action and in conformity with our social practice, Mitja Ri- 
bicie sent the petition to the Council for Culture of the SAWP Presidium 
for ite consideration, The council obviously could not avoid acceptance 
of the judgment concerning the gravity of the situation with Slovenian 
journals both becawe of thie initiative iteelf and also because of 
broader differences over Slovenian cultural policy, and it decided to pub- 
lish the text and conduct a thorough public discussion. 


Probleme With PROBLEMI 


This kind of action by writers taken at this moment constitutes a protest 
against the situation that prevails with Slovenian journals. Why at just 
this moment? 


During the first half of this year there were several heated discussions 
and conflicts, especiaily when the student newspaper TRIBINA sharply crit- 
icized the literary pieces and essays published in the journal PROBLEMI 
and characterized it as boring and at the same time reactionary in some of 
ites tendencies. Several responses were forthcoming, and Dimitrij Rupel 
expressed particular opposition to this ideological name-calling. TRIBINA 
fiercely attacked his statement, alluding even to the possibility of writ- 
ers of this bent, which in the opinion of TRIBINA is bourgeois, being pre- 
vented from using the positions they have attained with PROBLEMI and else- 
where to express their views. Moreover, the internal situation in the 
journal PROBLEMI, which brings together the broadest range of collabora- 
tors from all generations of writers, is obviously not a settled one and 
supports the assertions of a certain amount of obstruction. We might even 
speak of a dance between two fires which the journal's editors must con- 
sent to, since it .s caught between its collaborators and the broader so- 
cial interests of the publisher, the Socialist Youth League of Slovenia. 

A conflict thus arises between two conceptions of the journal's self-man- 
agement and editorship--the first necessitates full autonomy of the col- 
laborators, and the second is based on the broader social interest that is 
shaped through the journal's council. Within the council itself, however, 
it is very difficult to achieve reconciliation of the views and interests 
of the “internal” and “external” members whenever there is a situation of 
any complexity. There is thus a stalemate that comes about which prevents 
the regular and normal work of the editorial staff, and indeed the latter 
appears to exist only on paper. Of course, the discrepancy between the 
interests of the collaborators of PROBLEMI, who are also represented among 
the petitioners for establishment of the new journal, and the broader so- 
cial interest, has a background that goes deeper, one which in fact the 
attempted to elucidate in their proclamation. 
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"The tendencies toward revival of the universal ideologization and resetric- 
tion of freedom of the seventi.s have compelled us once again to question 
Our apolitical stand, After all, in epite of the intended apolitical po- 
sition... and a marked lack of ideology that is literally true, not only 
have we been unable to avoid ideological pressure, but often we have been 
set up ae targets of political and ideological imputations and disparage- 
ments...." 


Tendencies Toward "Universal Ideologization" 


Has a tendency toward ideologization of art, which is only another name for 
the Zhdanov-Stalinist model of cultural policy, really begun to operate 
once again in the Slovenian cultural and political situation’? Or perhaps 
is the apolitical position of the group which is today demanding a new 
journal, a group which has existed for many years now, ever since the RE- 
VIJA 57 and PERSPEKTIVA down through PROBLEMI, just a mask for what is in 
essence an opposition political program? There was mention of this even 
in the interview which the writer and politician Beno Zupancic gave a few 
months ago to the review TELEKS; he described the cultural group which at 
one time established itself around the journal PERSPEKTIVA and whose tra- 
dition is today represented in a way by the group behind the new journal 
as a circle which aspired to exclusive political power in culture and so- 
ciety. Several responses which disputed Zupancic's opinion were made to 
those statements of his. We can anticipate that all these disagreements 
will surface once again in the polemics initiated by the signatories of 
the petition and the Council for Culture. 


How does the petition describe the Slovenian cultural situation, with par- 
ticular emphasis on journals? There prevails "a stagnation that has lasted 
several years in the space taken up by the existing journals. There is 
neither dialog nor polemics between them, and there is no sort of differ- 
entiation between them. Nor could there be any differentiation, since 
there are very few journals though it appears to be otherwise." Many oth- 
ers besides the signatories of the petition could probably concur in the 
judgment that stagnation, or still better, emptiness prevails in Slovenian 
cultural journals. However, their supporting arguments refer directly to 
the powerlessness of the individual journals and their editorial staffs. 
SODOBNOST and DIALOGI are coming out regularly, and they are described in 
the petition for the new journal as journals of a quite narrow cultural 
and representative scope (SODOBNOST) or even regional, read provincial, 
character (DIALOGI is published in Maribor). TEORIJA IN PRAKSA is con- 
cerned with the general questions of the social sciences and politics, 
while many other publications represent only quite narrow specialized 
fields. According to the signatories, only ZNAMENJA and 2000 have broader 
cultural importance, but the latter journal is not coming out regularly, 
and the former is read only by a quite small group of intellectuals of 
Catholic orientation. As for PROBLEMI, everything has already been said. 
The authors, who by and large have been collaborators of PROBLEMI for many 
years, declare their withdrawal from the journal in which they are 
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“obstructed,” so as to leave room for young people, but at the same time 
they are demaniding a journal of their own, 


What do the proponents offer as the program of the journal? They feel 
that it must free artistic work of all overlays of the ideologies and es- 
thetic programe which in the course of the 20th century have been deposited 
on the arte and which have emothered their essence, which lies outside 
ideology and esthetics, pure art for art's sake. In order to institute 
iteelf in thie manner inherent in it, the art in a journal must have as a 
complement the striggle for the political conditions which permit that in- 
herent nature. And those are the conditions of a pluralism of interests 
in self-management, of a struggle against ideologization of culture and 
art, against Line yardstick of the class struggle, the criteria of party 
loyalty, and against all possible abuses of art. 


The assessment of the position of culture and of cultural policy is indica- 
tive of the broader dimensions of the crisis. After all, what is to be 
expected from statements that "a struggle between self-management" tenden- 
cies and those of "a newborn Stalinism is on the agenda," that culture has 
to the greatest possible degree been “privatized and bureaucratized," that 
"tendencies which restrict the freedom of scientific and artistic creativ- 
ity” have become stronger, and so on? In such a situation it is obvious 
that not even the establishment of a new journal which would be “left in 
peace” will not resolve the essential issues nor be able to reconcile the 
essentially different conceptions of cultural policy. The Council for 
Culture is faced with the very delicate task of analyzing and assessing 
the practice of cultural policy in Slovenia, since the assessments we have 
mentioned have left it an open question. 


The way is clear to polemics and dialog, and in that sense the initiative 
taken by the 54 signatories is certainly bringing about a result that has 
been necessary and even indispensable for a long time now. Everything 

else is unclear--will the new journal be established, will the present 

ones be reorganized? But that is not the most essential thing. Will this 
initiative make it possible in Slovenian cultural life to put an end to 
what the initiators call tendencies of restalinization, or will the authors 
of the appeal again experience those ideological and political disparage- 
ments which, as they themselves see it, have been their lot for a number 

of years now? The text with which the Secretariat of the Council for Cul- 
ture accompanied the publication of the petition particularly stresses that 
many of the signatories are active collaborators and editors of existing 
journals and are involved through their work in other cultural initiatives, 
are on the editorial staffs of publishing houses, the culture departments 
of newspapers, the theater, radio and television, are members of various 
councils which draw up programs, and so on, so that they share the respon- 
sibility for the present situation not only with journals, but indeed in 
the broader area of culture. For that reason there should be a particular 
examination as to the "truthfulness of the statements made in the petition 
to e.tablish the new journal to the effect that cultural stagnation and 
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universal dullness prevails in Slovenia, that we are the witnesses of a 
privatized, bureaucratized and fettered culture, witnesses of tendencies 
to restrict the freedom of creativity, tendencies of restalinization...." 


It ie certain, then, that not even the signatories of the petition will be 
able to avoid that ideological and esthetic discussion which they have 
otherwise wished to evade in their journal. 


Signer Complains 


Belgrade NEDELJNE INFORMATIVNE NOVINE in Serbo-Croatian No 1541, 13 Jul 80 
p 2 


[Letter to the editor by Dimitrij Rupel, Ljubljana, in response to the ar- 
ticle "Journals and Preserves": "Rupel Answers Kreft") 


[Text] Aside from certain worthwhile pieces of information you furnished 
through the article Lev Kreft, it also contained certain inaccuracies and 
my photograph captioned: "Sender: Dimitrij Rupel." I think that in so 
doing you exaggerated the importance of my role in connection with the pe- 
tition for the new literary journal. As in fact follows from the article 
of Comrade Kreft, the letter to Comrade Ribicic entitled "New Review" was 
signed not only by myself, but also Grafenauver, Hribar, Inkret, Makarovic, 
Novak and 54 other Slovenian cultural figures (in all, then, 60, and not 
54 as Kreft writes). In that company I feel myself to be one of a group 
of equal individuals. 


On my own behalf I call upon you to correct certain inaccuracies and er- 
rors committed by Lev Kreft: 


i. Insofar as I understand the intentions of the authors of the document 
entitled "New Review," the phrase “ideologization of art" cannot be simply 
interpreted as "Zhdanov-Stalinist model of cultural policy"--this is 
Kreft's interpretation pure and simple. 


ii. There is no question whatsoever of any “apolitical position on the 
part of the group." The document which I signed involved precisely the 
contrary. The proposal for the journal demonstrates that the apolitical 
position taken in the séventies brought poor results. 


iii. Consequently, Kreft's conclusion that the apolitical position is a 
mask for a “opposition political program" has no basis. The document en- 
titled "New Review" contains a quite clear commitment to support gf the 
“pluralism of interests in self-management," which in no way whatsoever 
could signify an opposition program. It is a question, then, of Lev Kreft 
having asked the wrong question. 


iv. Comrade Kreft also misread the position taken in connection with the 
Maribor journal DIALOGI--regional does not mean provincial! 
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v. Comrade Kreft also misread the interview with Beno Zupancic (which, 
incidentally, was done by no other than myself), who himself has deter- 
minedly put the concept of opposition among intellectuals in a relative 
context, 


vi. It cannot be said that the "group behind the new journal" is "today 
representing in a way" the tradition of PERSPEKTIVA. A majority of the 
signatories of this document have no connection whatsoever with PERSPEK- 
TIVA, which incidentally also applies to myself. Conclusions based on a 
few other names which readers of DELO and NIN are not at present even fa- 
miliar with--are hasty and have no sociological or political basis. 


vii. What Lev Kreft takes to be the journal's program is actually the op- 
posite of the real program. The document contains a thoroughgoing criti- 
cism of “art for art's sake," which means that art for art's sake cannot 
Se the program of the new journal. 


viii. Lev Kreft aicso gave a mistaken version of an excerpt from the docu- 
ment. That is, nowhere does the document mention “newborn Stalinist ten- 
dencies," though it appears in Kreft's article to be a quote (there are 
quotation marks). Nowhere in our document does the expression “left in 
peace” occur. Lev Kreft, it seems, wants to impute to the petition for 
the new journal intentions that I am hearing of for the first time. 


In the end the best solution would be for NIN to publish the entire text 
of the petition entitled "New Review," along with all 60 of the Slovenian 
cultural figures who signed it. 


List of Signers 
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[Letter to the editor by Tone Potokar, Harambasiceva 4, Zagreb, and edi- 
tors’ response} 


[Text] Potokar's Letter 


In connection with the skirmish between Dimitrij Rupel and Lev Kreft over 
the petition to establish a new literary journal in Ljubljana note must be 
taken that you omitted the names of the petition's signatories. The Yugo- 
slav public would like to read the names of those 54 signatories aside from 
the 6 who were indicated. The only importance of this is so that we can 
see who wants to start up the new journal. Publish the names of those 54 
signatories so that we can know where we stand. But no one has the courage 
to do this basic thing, neither Ljubljana, nor you at NIN. Only then could 
one judge the seriousness or unseriousness of this action. We are con- 
stantly hiding in some kind of Ljubljana fog. 














Editors’ Response 


We have not been “hiding in the Ljubljana fog," but simply we did not have 
the list of signatories. We have now obtained it, and we are publishing it 
in full: 


Vladimir Arsensek, Miha Avanzo, Drago Bajt, Ales Berger, Lanez Bernik, 
Peter Bozic, Andrej Brvar, Milan Dekleva, Jure Detela, Emil Filipcic, 
Kostja Tatnik, Branko Gradienik, Niko Grafenauer, Jani Golob, Matjaz Han- 
zek, Spomenka Hribar, Tine Hribar, Andrej Inkret, Drago Jancar, Milan 
Jesih, Dusan Jovanovic, Milan Klec, Mania Kosir, Taras Kermauner, Lojze 
Kovacic, Vladimir Kovacic, Kajetan Kovic, Lado Kralj, Lojze Lebic, Borut 
Lapornik, Pavle Luzan, Svetlana Makarovic, Janez Music, Marko Music, 
Boris A, Novak, Jernej Novak, Tone Persak, Emil Milan Pintar, Denis Poniz, 
Marjan Rozanc, Dimitrij Rupel, Veljko Rus, Makeim Sedej, Jr., Marko Slod- 
njak, Joze Snoj, Ivo Svetina, Zvone Sedlbauer, Rudi Selingo, Veno Taufer, 
Bor Turel, Ivo Urbancic, Marko Ureic, Sasa Vegri, Ales Vodopivec, Peter 
Vodopivec, Dane Zajc, Sreco Zajc, Pavle Zidar, Jasa Zlobec, Aleksander 
Zorn, 
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